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Historical Analysis of the Establishment of Diplomatic
Relations between Israel and China: An Interpretation of

the Declassified Documents in the Israel State Archives

She Gangzheng

Abstract: Israel became the first country in the Middle East to recognize the
Communist China within three months after the founding of the People’ s
Republic. However these two countries failed to establish normal diplomatic relations
for more than 40 years owing to two mainly external factors from U. S. and the Arab
world. Based on a large number of declassified documents related to China in the Israel
State Archives during recent years this paper explores the political thinking and
internal discussion of the Israeli government regarding the China — Israel relations
throughout the Cold War era. As Israel always regarded the establishment of diplomatic
relations with China as a key in its efforts to gain recognition from Asian and the Third
World countries it had insisted on making contact with China for the most part of the
1950s — 1980s. As the international system shifted by the late 1980s Israel
successfully promoted governmental and non — governmental relations with China not
only through people to people contact but also through indirect channels such as the
United States and multiple international organizations which laid a solid foundation
for the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries in 1992.

Key Words: Israel — China Relations; Establishment of Diplomatic Relations;
Israel State Archives; The Cold War
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