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America’s Cognition Change and China-US
Relations(January 1969 — January 1970)
——Based on the Study of Declassified Documents

Lang Lang
(Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Concerned with American policy to the People’s Republic of China (PRC),
President Richard Nixon instructed relative agencies to study U. S. foreign policy to
PRC(NSSM14) right after the inauguration. After several interdepatrmental meetings
on NSSM14, they finally decided on the strategy of “reduction of PRC’s isolation and
US-PRC conflict”. Major reasons for that are the change of Sino-Soviet relations and
Taiwan issues, the former playing a very important role in the relations between China
and America. When faced with the split and open confrontations between Soviet Union
and China, US seized the opportunity to present a neutral attitude towards both sides,
yet slightly inclined to China. On Taiwan issues, America could not accept the PRC’s
claims that American must withdraw military troops from Taiwan and the Taiwan Strait
and that Taiwan issues were PRC’s internal affairs. But in order for the normalization
of Sino-US relations, US made concessions and adjustments on Taiwan issues, strongly
restricting Taiwan’s military strengths and its attempts to provoke the Mainland China.
In order to ease the relations, America expressed its desires to improve the relations
with PRC through various channels, and relaxed the controls in economy and travel.
The PRC responded actively to such measures of America. The PRC and US finally
found the same pace of “small dance” after many efforts. The 135" Warsaw Talks of
American and PRC were held on January 20, 1970, which marked the prelude to the

normalization of Sino-US relations.
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