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Vietnam’s South China Sea Policies in 1970s and Deterioration of the Region
GUO Yuan
(Qufu Normal University School of History and Culture, Qufu 273165, Shandong, China)

Abstract: No disputes existed between China and Vietnam on the ownership of Nansha and Xisha islands in the past. During and

after Vietnam’s anti—US agression war, the nation inherited the South Vietnam’s ambition to expand, seeking the territorial claims

towards Xishan and Nansha Islands by encroching on China’s seas. In response, China has adopted a positive attitude and negotiated

with its neighbor. Meanwhil, the Vietnamese side accelerated its invasion of Nansha Islands and terminated the bilateral territorial

talks. It has turned out what the Vietnamses had done would produce a profound influence on the Sino—Vietnamese relations as well

as the regional situation in Southeast Asia and South China Sea.

Key words: Vietnam, Nansha Islands, Sino—Vietnamese relations.
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