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The Change of Mass Entertainment Habits in Contemporary China

Wu Licai

Xie Shengli

(School of Sociology and Political Science, Anhui University, Hefei 230601)

Abstract: This paper examines the

contemporary China since the

changes

reform and opening up.

in mass entertainment habits in

During the period of

collectivization, people’s recreational life was replaced by various political movements,

political studies and political propaganda. After the reform and opening up. although

people’s entertainment life gradually faded away from a strong politicized color, it still

changes with the changes of the state system and policies. In China, there has always

been no entertainment habits in the pure sense. People’s entertainment habits are either

implicitly or explicitly influenced by the political and social systems. By examining the

changes of mass entertainment habits in contemporary China, we can also reflect on the

characteristics of Chinese politics and society. In this sense, the public entertainment

habit is both metaphor and representation of the political and social systems of a certain

period.

Key words: entertainment habits; institutions; contemporary China
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