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Study on Mass Chorus activities in the Early Days of P, R. China
—Taking Beijing Evening News from 1958 to 1966 for Example

ZHANG Yan

(School of Literature ,Capital Normal University »Beijing, China 100089)

Abstract: With features of high degree of participation, simplified operation and great appeal, the cho-
rus equipped with unique advantages among many art forms in “service for the workers, farmers and sol-
diers”. The mass chorus activities in Beijing in the early days of P. R. China involved many aspects, inclu-
ding social aspect, historical aspect, political aspect and cultural aspect. Based on the associated text anal-
ysis of choral activities of Beijing Masses in Beijing Evening News from 1958 to 1966, this paper focused
on the following questions: Who are singing What to sing How to sing  Why do they sing Mass Chorus
activities are of both performability and participation. Thus they not only presented as a distinctive politi-
cal symbol which showed the macro—political context of the time, but also had a very strong function of
mass mobilization which effectively gathered a huge number of members of the community together to a-
chieve a specific ideological propaganda purposes or even to launch a mass movement. But other features of
the mass cultural movement should not be shielded by its political features. This paper tries to fully inves-
tigate the mass chorus activities of Beijing resident of that period through the analysis of the political ideol-
ogy influence in the early days of P. R. China, the modernization construction and the audience participa-
tion.
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