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Investigation into the Movement to Eliminate Illiteracy in Rural Fujian (1949-1966)

Meng Qiangwei & Jia Peitao

Abstract: During the movement to eliminate illiteracy from 1949 to 1966, Fujian promoted farmers’ political

identification with the new China through winter classes and promotion of a “quick literacy method,” highlighting

serious socialist issues and creating a structural demand for literacy among farmers through the agricultural cooper-

ativization movement. These prompted farmers to embrace communism through the revolutionary slogans during the

“Great Leap Forward” and the subsequent illiteracy elimination work. During this process, implementation of sev-

eral specific measures enabled socialism to enter into the daily lives of the peasants. This series of revolutionary

practices interpreted many implications of socialism, promoted political identification among farmers, and presen-

ted a rich historical picture of shaping the new socialist farmers.
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