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Literature Publishing and Reading in New China (1949-1966)

WEI Yu-shan ( Chinese Academy of Press and Publication, Beijing 100073, China )

Abstract: New China attaches great importance to the creation, publication and reading of literary works. In the
early days of the founding of the People's Republic of China, the state successively established a number of literary
work publishing institutions, such as the People's Literature Publishing House, Shanghai Literature and Art Publishing
House, Writers' Publishing House, and etc., which reformed the private literary publishing institutions and laid a certain
foundation for literary publishing. During the period of 1949-1966, the literature publishing has undergone great
changes in almost every aspect and the quantities in particular: the change from fewer publications to more and from
more publications to fewer. It is the latter which has nurtured a large number of excellent Chinese literature works,
whose publications are closely related to the social background but also based on the readers' liking. While literary works
publishing has made remarkable achievements, the state has carried out public opinion guidance on the publication of
classical literature, which has created a good atmosphere for literary publishing and reading.

Key words: New China (1949-1966); literature publishing; literature reading
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