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Creation and Multiple Cultural Significance of the Image of Female

Drivers in the Early Years of New China, Taking the Movie Scripts
Female Drivers and Ma Lan Hua Kai as examples

Liu Chuanxia

Abstract: The emergence of female drivers is the concurrent result of nation’ s imagination of building a socialist
industrial power, industrial production and women’ s movement experience in the Soviet Union, and the Communist Par-
ty's theory and practice of women’s emancipation. In literature and art works, the image of female drivers represents the
concept and practice of new China’ s politics, economy and culture, having multiple culture significance. The movie
scripts Female Drivers and Ma Lan Hua Kai written by Ge Qin and Lin Yi, two female writers, respectively, reproduces
the historical event of new China’s emancipation of women by successfully creating the female characters engine driver
Sun Guilan and bulldozer driver Ma Lan. Female drivers, as a new phenomenon and a new image manifesting the signifi-
cance of social and sexual revolution, not only witness that the socialist goal of women’ s emancipation was achieved
from the perspectives of class and sex, but also prove the superiority of socialist revolution, construct new socialist sexu-
al relationship, and show the great achievement of new China’s industrial construction, calling for more builders for the
great industrial production. Moreover, during the period from 1950s to 1970s, the largest group of the female drivers was
bulldozer drivers. Their galloping on the harvesting field not only reflects the great development of agricultural mechani-
zation in the socialist era, but also deeply develop the sexual value from the traditional ones, potentially satisfying peo-
ple’s understanding and perception of “feminity” and “femaleness”.

Key Words: Image of Female Drivers; Female Drivers; Ma Lan Hua Kai; Women’s Emancipation
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