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From Folk Music to National Stage Show:
A Narration of the Historical Change of Chaozhou Music in
the Early Period of New China ( 1949—1966)

Pan Yanna

Abstract: The vigorous and spectacular National Arts Festival held shortly after the founding of People’s Re—
public of China can be seen as the prelude to the modern development of Chaozhou music. It was the first
time for Chaozhou music one type of Chinese traditional folk music to come out from protogenous context
and be performed on the national stage. Large — scale joint performance led to the establishment of Chaozhou
folk music troupe and thus folk artists of different social classes are integrated and they for the first time
learned the new ideas of national development of folk music. Influenced by the ideas of national development
of “new folk music” people working in the cultural field embarked on conscientious exploration and refor—
mation of Chaozhou music. The original music with the properties of folk life and self — entertainment began
to raise stage performance standard and pursue academic technology in terms of music band configuration
playing modes and composition. As a result a number of Chaozhou music works as well as Chinese folk mu-
sic repertoire were produced. Looking back at the history of Chaozhou music developing from folk music to
national stage show we find that the change of Chaozhou music in the early 1950s was not only the result of
the interaction between local artists and the national government but also the result of the interaction be—
tween the mainstream views of music and local traditional views of music and this provides a historical refer—
ence for us to understand the change of Chaozhou music in the second half of the 20th century.

Key words: Chaozhou music stage change history narration
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