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The Revision of the Cihai from the Perspective of Socialist Culture ( 1957—1979)
Chen Laihu

Abstract: From the 1950s to 1970s the 1936 edition of Cihai was revised as a result of national needs. As a mi—
crocosm of cultural construction during this period the revision through its explanations definitions and specifi—
cations included in the encyclopedia entries reveals the outlook of socialist construction the operating mecha—
nism of cultural construction under the leadership of state power and the changes in the system policy and en—
vironment of New China’ s cultural construction. Socialist culture was shaped based on the integration of Marx—

ism Chinese traditional culture and the superior aspects of international culture.
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