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The Historical Context and Path Selection of Top—Level Design of

China’s Cultural Management in Four-Decade Reform and Opening-Up

SHEN Kun

Abstract: Culture and art have the attributes of politics, ideology, public and commodity, which make the top—
level design of cultural management follow four principles: ideological principle, utilitarian principle, public welfare
principle and national principle. Over the past four—decade reform and opening—up, the top—level design of Chinese
cultural management has mainly presented in the models of plan—dominating, government-leading, market—orienta-
tion, and cooperative—governance, focusing on the three main links: the identification of management subjects, distri-
bution of managerial roles, and selection of management paths. Since the 19th CPC National Congress, under the
grand goals of realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and building the socialist culture with Chinese
characteristics in a new era, the top—level design of cultural management has taken on new directions, features and
trends, gradually forming a cultural governance system with the features of government—support, market—leading, so-
cial participation and mass innovation.

Keywords: 40 years of reform and opening—up; Cultural management; Top-level design; Path selection
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