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The Research on Chinese Social and Cultural History: Reflection and Approach in Recent 25 Years
LI Chang - li

( Institute of Modern History Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100006 China)

Abstract: In recent 25 years the social cultural history studies in Chinese historian circles went through three stages: the
first ten years of the “foundation and rise period” the following decade of the “development and flourishing period” and the
last five years of the “deepen and proliferation period”. Its academic contribution is the innovation in theoretical approaches o—
pening up new growing point of the historiography promoting the study of modern Chinese history beyond the “revolutionary
history paradigm” and “modernization paradigm” to “indigenous modernity” concerning the civil society and digging the in—
herent social and cultural resources. Its problems and bottlenecks are vagueness in disciplines ‘“fragmentation” in research flat
description shortage of meanings and the lack of theoretical supports. Today” s social transformation is calling for the innova—
tions in social cultural history theories. The key topics that will raise futural attentions are as below: civil society social govern—
ance lifestyle and value system. These key topic may become the growing points for social cultural history scholars to contrib—
ute to the theoretical innovation of the Chinese social development.
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