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Keywords : shen (%) and zhen (32) groups, zeng (%) and geng (¥F) groups, zeng (%) and geng (1) groups

with a rounded head vowel, Jianghuai Mandarin dialects

TANG Shansheng, The tone sandhi of direct address in Tiemen’gang dialect in Macheng

In Tiemen’gang dialect of Macheng in Hubei province, tone sandhi often occurs when address terms are used in
direct address. It functions to narrow down communication distance, express the speaker’s positive emotions and
attitudes, and display the closeness or respect towards the addressee. Repetitive tone sandhi and non-repetitive tone
sandhi vary in the sense that the former is achieved by changing the length and stress while the latter is influenced by
the attached modal particle ai (%K) in Yangqu tone. Although previous studies tend to believe that tone sandhi of
address terms is a diminutive form, this paper proposes that in Tiemen’gang dialect such tone sandhi for intimacy in
direct address should be regarded as a morphological voice of polite direct address.

Keywords: Macheng dialect, tone sandhi in direct address, polite direct address, morphological voice

LIU Dan and ZHANG Yongquan, On the role of the so-called analogy in identification of Chinese words and
characters

In this paper, analogy refers to the assimilation of Chinese characters to its surrounding characters caused by
semantic and contextual factors. Complicated forms are often created by means of such assimilation regardless of the
rules of Liushu. This paper focuses on the role of analogy and proposes that it is significant in the studies of Chinese
characters and their variants as well as the origin of some knotty words.

Keywords: analogy, knotty words, word relation, evolution of Chinese characters

JI Huaye, Qiangxiang (5&11) and its related forms in Chinese Buddhist texts

In non-Buddhist literature of Middle Chinese, the word giangxiang (5% 31, “strong-neck”) refers to the
meaning of “righteous” or “upright”. In Chinese Buddhist texts of the same time period, however, giangxiang
conveys the meanings of “foolish” and “arrogant” instead. In addition, giang () can also be combined with words
related with xiang (1) like e (%1, “forehead” ) and yan (B, “face”) into giang’e (%) and giangyan (5REN)
which share the same meanings of “foolish” and “arrogant”. Such a meaning of giangyan differs from its counterpart
in non-Buddhist literature which means “shameless”. Besides, giangxiang may be abbreviated into xiang and further
combined with hen (fR) into xianghen which has the same meanings of “foolish” and “arrogant”. This word was
later confused with wanhen (7R ) due to wrong interpretation of xiang.

Keywords : giangxiang (#31) , giang’e (3#%0) , giangyan (3EER) , xianghen (TR )

CAO Zhiyun, Achievements of large-scale language investigations in China and their inspirations

Large-scale language investigation is a challenging task. In the last 100 years, a number of comprehensive large-
scale language investigations have been done on Chinese dialects and minority languages. These investigations have
made great achievements although there are also some shortcomings. With a close reference to various historical
records, this article offers a brief summary of previous large-scale language investigations with a focus on the
background, tasks and achievements of investigations made during the 1950s. Based on the national census of Chinese
language and dialects together with the Project for Protecting Language Resources of China, these large-scale language
investigations have inspired us to follow the needs of the times with clear orientation, to plan comprehensively and
standardize the research procedures, and to be organized for sustainable development.
Keywords: linguistic investigation, dialect investigation, the Project for Protecting Language Resources of China,
language Atlas
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