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On Deng Xiaoping’s Contribution to the
Early Development of China’s Internet

XIE Jian-dong' ZHENG Bao-wei’
(1. School of Journalism, Yunnan University, Kunming 650500;
2. School of Journalism and Communication, Guangxi University, Nanning 530004, China)

Abstract: China’s internet is a product of the reform and opening-up. As the chief designer of the reform and
opening-up, Deng Xiaoping strongly asserted the reform and opening-up and thought highly of the imports of
advanced western technologies, which laid the ideological foundation and provided social conditions for the
development of China’s internet. Deng Xiaoping rediscovered the great value of technology and information.
He not only proposed that science and technology constitute a primary productive force, but also attached
great importance to the role of information and the development of the information industry. He boosted the
construction of China’s high-energy accelerator project, gave priority to the productivity attributes of comput-
ers and the development and personnel training of computer technology, and promoted the implementation of
863 Program. All these blazed the path for the development of China’s internet.

Keywords: Deng Xiaoping; reform and opening-up; internet; information industry; computer technology;

863 Program
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