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The Proposal and Decision to Build the Beijing Electric Positron Collider

WANG Xiaoyi,
( Popular Science Press, Beijing 100081, China)
BAI Xin
( Depariment of Physics Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048 , China)

Abstract Between 1975 and 1977, the construction of a Chinese high-energy accelerator was
planned and then cancelled six times. The 7" high energy accelerator project, the so called 87 Pro-
ject, was suspended at the end of 1980. Through the efforts of Zhang Wenyu and other high-energy
physicists, Deng Xiaoping approved that the remaining money of the Eighty-seven Project should be
used for the development of high-energy physics. After tortuous discussion, with the help of coopera—
tion between China and the U.S. and on the basis of accepting the advice of T. D. Lee, P. W. H.
Panofsky and others physicists, the BEPC plan was finally chosen as the way forward for the Chinese
high-energy accelerator project. Thus, at last, BEPC became a major world center for the study of
high-energy physics.

Key words BEPC, 87 Project, Cooperation between China and the U. S. in High-energy
Physics, P. W. H. Panofsky, T. D. Lee



