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What is the Innovativeness of Innovative Research-oriented Universities?
—Practice of ShanghaiTech University

YIN Jie
( ShanghaiTech University, Shanghai 201210, China )
Abstract In the report of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, it is emphasized that upholding the principles that
science and technology constitute the primary productive force, talent is the primary resource, and innovation is the primary driving force is of
utmost importance. The deep implementation of strategies such as the strategy for invigorating the country through science and education, the
strategy for strengthening the nation through talent development, and the strategy for driving development through innovation is emphasized.
Furthermore, the need to explore new domains and pathways for development, and continuously shape new dynamics and advantages
for progress is underscored. Given the urgent needs of these development strategies, establish and develop “innovative research-oriented
universities” that center on the integration of “education, science and technology, and human resources” has become a new break-through point
for China’s higher education to tackle the “bottlenecks” of scientific research and technology and to support major national strategic needs.
Established in 2013, ShanghaiTech University, as an educational reform pilot entity, has made a series of explorations and innovations in
promoting interdisciplinary research and integration of science and education in the past ten years, to serve China’s national innovation-driven
development strategy. This study, based on the practical experience of ShanghaiTech University over the past decade, explores how innovative
research-oriented universities can promote scientific knowledge innovation, cultivate high-level talents, promote high-quality regional

development, and help transform China's higher education.

Keywords innovative research-oriented universities, discipline building, scientific research, talent cultivation, national large-scale research

infrastructures

BN AR LEHMAHEREFTFIARKEAUSK. ARERKE K. RELETHIFRHTF22K. TEAFARGH THAFGA

%o E-mail: yinjie@shanghaitech.edu.cn

YIN Jie Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Provost, and Dean of Graduate School of ShanghaiTech University. He is also the President of the Shanghai

Higher Education Association. He mainly engages in research on functional polymer materials. E-mail: yinjie@shanghaitech.edu.cn

W E A R

F @A 270|707



