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The Evolution of China’s Educational Urbanization and the
Road to the Equity in Urban—Rural Compulsory Education

Su Hongjian

Abstract: Educational urbanization in China is characterized by its development stages. Over the past few years, the
rate of urbanization for the students receiving compulsory education is significantly higher than that for the population,
and there is a significantly positive correlation between the rate of educational urbanization and the rate of population
urbanization in different areas. Affected by both the promotion of the balanced development of compulsory education and
the equalization of public services, an increasing proportion of children of migrant workers and other rural people enter
schools in counties and towns, which has become the major driving force of the accelerated educational urbanization.
Educational urbanization and the allocation of compulsory education resources between urban areas and rural areas affect
each other, resulting in the coexistence of the "low quality but surplus quantity" of rural education resources (especially
the resources for primary schools) and the "high quality but insufficient quantity" of urban education resources. In the
future, we are supposed to pursue diversified, balanced, smart, and systematic development, promote the supply of
urban and rural educational resources according to demands, improve the high—quality and balanced development of
urban and rural education, push forward the urban and rural smart education, promote the reform of systems and
mechanisms, and tread the path of fair urban and rural compulsory education.

Key words: equity in education; urban—rural educational framework; educational urbanization; rural education
revitalization
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