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A Centennial Survey on the Development of Educational Thoughts

of the Communist Party of China
Wang Binglin, Yang Rui

Abstract: The educational thoughts of the Communist Party of China (CPC) have been continuously developed and
enriched through their practice in the past hundred years. In the era of the democratic revolution, the CPC advocated the
universalization of education for workers and peasants, emphasized that education served the suffered public workers
and peasants, as well as served the new democratic revolution, by establishing new national, scientific and public educa-
tion projects. Following the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the CPC led the reconstruction of old education
and the construction of new education, guaranteed the public principal rights to education, as well as established the edu-
cational goals of comprehensive development in moral, intellectual and physical aspects. Upon the Reform and Opening
Up, the CPC prioritized education at a strategic level, implemented a strategy to rejuvenate the country through science
and education, strived to satisfy the people’s educational needs, and trained socialist constructors and successors with a
comprehensive education in moral, intellectual, physical and aesthetical aspects. Since the 18th National Congress of the
CPC, the party emphasized that “education is the top priority of the nation and the party”, concentrated on the principal
issue closely related to who, how and for whom to educate, insisted on the socialist path of educational development
with Chinese characteristics, developed modern education at the world level, and trained socialist constructors and suc-
cessors with a comprehensive education in moral, intellectual, physical and aesthetical aspects, thus enriched Marxist ed-
ucational thoughts.
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