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The Historical Evolution and Optimized Path
of National Capacity in the Process

of Rural Education Modernization

ZHAO Xin, TU Meng-xue
(The Center of Urban and Rural Education Development, Faculty of Education, Southwest University,
Chongqing, 400715, PRC)

[ Abstract] National capacity is the supporting force for the realization of a nation’s modernization. As the
cornerstone of rural revitalization strategy and education modernization, rural education modernization has
a coupling relationship with national capacity. On the one hand, the arduous, complex and long-term
nature of rural education have realistic demands on national capacity. On the other hand, rural education
modernization is a manifestation of the value of national capacity. Since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China in 1949, the national capacity has undergone three stages in the process of rural
education modernization: formal intervention, systemic intervention, and deep intervention. With the
level and quality of intervention having been gradually raised, the modernization of rural education has
also put forward higher requirements for national capacity. The in-depth advancement of rural education
modernization in the new era requires the state to; adhere to value guidance and clarify the spiritual
orientation of rural education modernization; implement system construction and improve policy
guarantees for rural education modernization; strengthen interest reconciliation and build a stable
mechanism for rural education modernization; strengthen professional services and lay a solid foundation
for the modernization of rural education.

[ Key words | rural education; national capacity; modernization; coupling relationship; effective

intervention

98



