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The Evolution and Development of China’s Compulsory Education Policy in the Past 70 Years
WANG Tong', SI Xiaohong®
(1. Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’ an Shaanxi 710062;
2. Shaanxi Academy of Social Science, Xi’ an Shaanxi 710062 )

Abstract: Education policy is directly related to the reform and development of education. As the
foundation of national development, compulsory education has a great influence with the implementa -
tion of its policy. Throughout the 70 years since the founding of the People’ s Republic of China, the
evolution process of China’s compulsory education policy has important theoretical enlightenment and
practical reference for how to run a good compulsory education that people are satisfied with. The evo -
lution of China’s compulsory education policy has roughly gone through the stages of unbalanced de -
velopment policy, the transition from unbalanced to balanced development policy and the integration of
urban and rural compulsory education policy. It also presents the policy value oriented by education
equity, the top—down system adjustment dominated by the government, the policy rules based on the
multi—disciplinary theories and the basic characteristics of gradual institutional change driven by in -
cremental change. In the future, the policy of compulsory education should strengthen the support of
rural education and eliminate the historical debts, break the path dependence and adhere to the com -
bination of top—down and bottom—up paths, strengthen the integration of multi—disciplinary theories
and make up for the system defects, optimize the system design and further improve the policy of com -
pulsory education integration.

Key words: compulsory education; compulsory education policy; system design; policy operation;

evolution and development
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