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Research on Policy Documents Concerning China’s Higher Education
Quality since the Founding of People’s Republic of China

LIU Yourong
(Chizhou University, Chizhou 247000)

Abstract: Quality improvement is the eternal theme of the development and reform of higher education in
China. Adopting the method of text analysis, we analyzed 82 policy documents on higher education quality
launched by the government over the past 70 years since the founding of the People’s Republic of China. It
reveals that education guiding principles, teaching quality guarantee and education and teaching reform have
remained to be the focus of our education policy through different periods while independent innovation, social
services and international exchanges and cooperation of colleges and universities have received greater concern
over time. China has seen “phases” in its objectives of higher education quality policy, manifested in four
different stages, specifically “stage of imitation and exploration”, “stage of functional integration”, “stage of
coordinated development” and “stage of development with Chinese characteristics”. It is advisable for China to
put more effective efforts in the absolute leadership of the Party, moral cultivation, undergraduate education,
classified development and educational informationization in future.

Key words: higher education quality; education policy; multiple quality standards; undergraduate education;

classified development
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( 39 )
The Evolution of the Major Adjustment Mechanism of Colleges and
Universities in China since 1949: Review and Prospect of 70 Years
of Major Adjustment in Colleges and Universities

WANG Xiaoling ZHANG Dexiang
(Dalian University of Technology, Dalian 116024 )

Abstract: The major adjustment mechanism and its evolution are the internal dynamics and fundamental
rules that drive the major adjustment of historical practice. The history of major adjustment in colleges and
universities is the evolution of major adjustment mechanisms. Essentially the major adjustment mechanism of
colleges and universities is the relationship between the major adjustment subject and the demand subject,
through the process of demand information transmission and execution, school resource allocation, and adaptive
evaluation and continuous improvement of information and resource exchange. The implementation of demand
information transmission, school resource allocation, adaptive assessment and continuous improvement are not only
the path of the major adjustment mechanism of colleges and universities, but also the fundamental characteristics
of the major adjustment mechanism. Based on the analysis of the major adjustment mechanism and its
characteristics in different historical stages, the history of major adjustment in China’s colleges and universities in
the 70 years since the founding of the People’s Republic of China has been divided into three stages: the
planning mechanism stage (1949-1984), the market-like mechanism stage (1985-2016), and the quasi—market
mechanism exploration stage (from 2017 to the present), and believe that the market—like mechanism is the future
choice for the major adjustment of colleges and universities in China.

Key words: college major; major adjustment; mechanism



