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China’ s Exploration on the Nature of Education over the
Past Seventy Years: Looking Backward and Forward

Yao Jinju

Abstract: The nature of education is the basis of the research on education and education law. The
understanding of the nature of education also directly affects education reform, legislation and rule-making.
This article analyzes the evolution of the nature of education in China over the past 70 years by reviewing
relevant key texts, including constitutions from the Common Program of The Chinese People "s Political
Consultative Conference (1949) to the latest amendment of the current 1982 Constitution and texts of the report
at the 8" to 19" CPC National Congress.

The results of the analysis show that: 1) The understanding of the nature of education in the 70 years
since the founding of New China is a deepening process, during which education is gradually understood from
cultural, economic, cultural-ethical construction, political to social perspective. 2) Education is a multifaceted
concept that should be understood from combined perspectives of political, economic, and cultural and social
perspectives , etc. Any single-perspective-oriented understanding about nature of education can lead to biased
decisions. Currently, China focuses on the social dimension of education and its value to people’ s livelihood
due to its priority on people’ s interests. However, the multifaceted nature of education should be recognize
and its political, economic and original nature should be shouldn“t be neglected. It’ s necessary to pay
attention to the differences of the essence of education in different stages when carrying out education reform,

legislating and rule-making.
Key words :the nature of education; constitution; CPC National Congress report; combined perspective
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