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The History and Logic of Teacher System Transformation
in 40 Years of Reforming and Opening up in China

DU Mingfeng
(Institute of Schooling Reform and Development, Department of Education,

East China Normal University, Shanghai, 200062, China)

Abstract: For over forty years of reforming and opening up, a relatively complete teacher system has
been established in the framework of State Domination. This study reviews and summarizes the
construction of the teacher regulation system from three dimensions: (a) the teacher preparation
system, (b) the teacher personnel system, and (c¢) the teacher training system. The findings suggest
that over forty years: (a) the teacher preparation system has transferred from “normal education” to
“teacher education”; (b) the teacher qualification system greatly improved from requiring teachers
to achieve low-level qualification to high-level and professional-evel qualification; (c¢) the teacher
positional system changed from an “appointment system” to the “recruitment system”; (d) the
teacher staffing system is revised from “urban-rural differentiated” to “urban—rural integrated”; (e)
the teacher salary system is changed from structured wage system to grade system, and to merit pay
system; (f) the teacher training system is continually modified from the initially “compensatory
training” to “universally improvement training” which emphasizes teachers” basic capabilities, and
to an integrated system of teacher preparation and training. The basic logic of the construction of
teacher system behind these changes is that the teacher system is a gradual reform. In addition,
besides being promoted or restricted by greater external system reform, it showed a strong awareness
of constructing and guaranteeing the teachers” professional identity.
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