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Contemporary Evolvement of Decentralization of China’s
Basic Education
—Based on the Analysis of Policy Texts
LIN Mei

Faculty of Education Beijing Normal University

Abstract  Since the 1980s
three phases. At the beginning of the restoration of education system

the decentralization reform of China’s basic education has roughly undergone
the compelling decentralization led by the
state was launched mainly for transferring the responsibility of educational fund raising rarely involving the
decision-making power of basic education. Then reform in the decentralization of education based on the logic of
market started in the 1990s with the market becoming the important force of running and managing schools thus
expanding school’s decision-making power. Since 2010 the government has furthered its decentralization by giving
more authority to various social organizations and schools and improved the schools’ inner governance system to
form the decentralization reform of education based on the governance mechanism. In the past 40 years’ evolvement,
the decentralization of basic education which has been steadily advanced on a trial basis has always been oriented
by such values as fairness benefits and self-realization and sought to achieve the dynamic balance with the
centralized governance so as to attain the educational goal and promote the reform ethics.

Key words basic education decentralization decentralization of education centralized decentralization



