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The Theoretical Explanation of the Development Process of China’s Special Education Policy in the Past 30 Years:
An Analysis of Historical Institutionalism
Feng Yuan & Zhang Jinfu
(School of Management, Nanjing Normal University of Special Education, Nanjing 210028;
Organization Department, Nanjing Normal University of Special Education, Naning 210028 )

Abstract: Historical institutionalism, as a typical paradigm of medium and long —term institutional changes, system
formation, path dependence and institutional change theory, have a strong explanatory power for the development and stage
characteristics of China’s special education policy from 1978 to 2017. From the theoretical point of view, it is found that the
development of China’s special education policy is influenced by environmental change and political operation, cultural concept
and national ability, actors and key nodes. The year 1978 and 2010 is not only the transitional period of China’s in—depth
economy, politics, social structure and national strategy of the important historical node, but also two important historical points
of China’s special education, policy recovery, reconstruction and transformation. Therefore, at this stage to promote the
construction of special education content and quality improvement will be the new topic of system reform and service
innovation.

Key words: special education policy, historical institutionalism, social welfare, educational reform, educational equity
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