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The Historical Investigation on the Higher Education Development Path

of New China: Analysis from the Theory of Late Development
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(School o f Education, Huazhong University of Science & Technology , Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Since the foundation of New China, the higher education development and
construction process became the important period of higher education modernization, as well
as the journey of higher education backward country catching-up the developed country.
Such catch-up development had its historical inevitability, due to the choice of the initial
path. From the late development theory, to get rid of the marginalization, the backward
country must separate from the international system in the initial phase, and integrate into
the international system again at the right moment. Exactly, the higher education develop-
ment of new China experienced such two phases of separation and integration, which shaped
the development path from different aspects. As the backward country, China should pro-
mote the transformation of higher education macroscopical governance for the transformation
of higher education institutions,in order to realize the rational development.
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