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The Third Industrial Revolution and the Reflection on ‘ Three Orientations’
TENG Jun

(Institute of International and Comparative Education, BNU, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract; In 1983, Deng Xiaoping put forward the idea of ‘ Three Orientations’ in education, education to be orientated
to modernization, to the world and to the future, a clear direction for the education reform and development in China. Up till
now, the Third Industrial Revolution is changing the existing form, the operation mode and the social supporting systems of
traditional education, and inspiring a better understanding of the ‘ Three Orientations”. That is, the understanding of ‘mod-
ernization-orientation’ needs to be further explored, not only in the area of hardware facilities, but also in the philosophy and
value system. Meanwhile, the perspective of ‘global competence’ is encouraged to reflect the ‘world-orientation’, and to
think in-depth how to take advantage of the international force to promote the development in China. As for the ‘future-ori-
entation’, the cultivation of talent quality is shaking the belief and practice of fragmentized knowledge input and paying more
attention to ways of thinking patterns and other core competences. In one word, there is an urgent demand for integration of
all the three aspects, rather than simply identifying ‘ modernization-orientation” with ‘modernization of education’, or
‘world-orientation” with ‘international education exchange and cooperation’. Fortunately, the Third Industrial Revolution is
now making it possible to make the modernization by being open for the world and for the future.
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