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Twists and Forwards: the Process of Ancient Books Collation in the First Three Decades
after the Founding of New China
ZHU Wei — qi
( Office of Ancient Books Collation Anhui University Hefei 230039 China)

Abstract: The cause of ancient books collation has experienced the starting developing striking and progressing process
in the first decades after the founding of New China. Xi Zhongxun’ s instruction on the establishment of ancient books publish—
ing house is the first document on the collation work of such books proposed by the Party and leadership level after the founding
of New China which laid a solid foundation for the development of the ancient books collation in China. The founding of the na—
tional ancient books collation team and publication plan symbolized the cause of China’ s ancient books collation entered into a
new phase where the leadership organizations and planning and scheming are no absent. The founding of classical literature
major in Peking University is a big event among the national ancient books collation and educational circle in the 21st century.
The publication of “the Twenty — Four Histories” and Qing Dynasty History indicated the initial prosper of the cause. The set—
ting of the standard of ancient books collation kicked off the new chapter of of research on ancient documents. The outbreak of
the Cultural Revolution got the cause a severe strike. After the destruction of the “Gang of Four” China’ s ancient books colla—
tion which experienced thirty years’ twists and turns is starting to take off.
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