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The Change of Doctor’s Media Image by

the Perspective of State Governance
——Based on Relevant Reports of People’s Daily from 1949 to 2014
Yao Zelin Kou Jingyuan

Abstract: Based on the content analysis of doctor—related reports in the full —text database
of People’s Daily from 1949 to 2014, this paper depicts the change of the medical professionals’
media image reflected by People’s Daily , and analyzes the logic of the change. Due to the special
status and function of the People’s Daily, its doctor’s image actually reflects the state’s expec-
tation of the role of the medical profession and regulation of the boundary of its professional eth-
ics. The study finds that, on the one hand, the doctor’s media image presented by People’s Dai~
ly has become more “professional,” for reports and professional concepts referring to doctors’
technical work have been increasing day and day. On the other hand, while the values of collec-
tivism still continue, the connotations of ethical norms such as “serving the people” and “hard
work” have changed significantly after the Reform, and “considering economic interests of pa-
tients” has become a new prominent moral element. The change of the doctors” media image in
People’s Daily reflects the gradual regularization of state governance since 1949.
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