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Collectivization and the Cooperative Medical System ( 1955—1962) :
the Discursive Construction Logic of Health Politics

Zhang Haizhu

Abstract The rapid development of the rural cooperative medical system ( CMS) in the period of collectivization ( 1955—
1962) was due to national mobilization and promotion. This paper uses discourse theory as the analytical perspective and
found that in the “collectivization” discourse the “problem” to be solved by the CMS was constructed as the problem of
“adapting to changes of rural situations ( cooperation-commune) ” meanwhile the CMS itself was constructed as “serving
the needs of agricultural production”  “socialism or communist welfare’  “transitional form to universal free medical
care”. With the production of multiple meanings above and the “statedocal” discourse communication mechanisms the
CMS was successfully integrated into the national rural development strategy which laid the legitimacy foundation for the
national cooperative medical policy. This investigation reveals the important social and political phenomenon of “discursive
construction”  which is a covert operation of power and an important national governance strategy or technology.
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