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ABSTRACTS

engineering. As a new form by which social agents can adapt to, rely upon, transform
and change the social world, producing and reproducing their “social relations,”
social engineering has become a basic way in which human beings in modern society
can grasp the world; it is thus the transforming or modern narrative form of Marx’ s
practical dialectics. Reform and opening to the outside world, which are still ongoing
and will never come to an end, represent system engineering, and the social engineering
form of practical dialectics implements top-level design with strategic thinking, grasps
progressive directions with historical thinking, learns about the rules of practice with
dialectical thinking, handles transformative capability with innovative thinking, and
fulfills minimum goals with bottonrline thinking. In this sense, the “five-in-one” overall
plan of socialism with Chinese characteristics, the “Four-Comprehensives” strategic
planning of the CPC for national governance and the five ideas of “innovative, coordinated,
green, open and shared” development constitute the unity of both theoretical and
practical logic in social engineering methodology. The three together form the strict
logical system of social engineering which will enable China to face the future “sequel

to modernity. ”

(3) The New Construction of Empiricism in Philosophy of Science
Liu Dachun and Zhao Junhai « 47 -

The constructivist empiricist mode of constructivism is a current that has profoundly
influenced the development of philosophy of science in the past four decades. The
practice of this new empiricist construction of the philosophy of science takes effect
through four main paths: new experimentalism, the hermeneutic theory of scientific
practice, new empiricism, and the sociology of scientific knowledge, all of which,
characterized philosophically by constructivism, are very unlike the traditional empiricist
philosophy of science. The philosophical transformation triggered by the new construction
of empiricism includes a turn from prioritizing theory to prioritizing practice, a re-orienta
tion of experimental activities, the dominance of indigenous knowledge, and so on.
This new construction of empiricism, however, requires some further discussion about how
to view scientific progress, how to treat the fundamental and essential nature of science,

how to judge scientific phenomena, rules, etc.

(4) The Evolutionary Logic of Urban Health Care Systems in China
Du Chuang and Zhu Hengpeng * 66

Establishment of a comprehensive theoretical framework enables us to explain
the evolutionary logic of Chinese urban medical care systems. It indicates that the
e 205
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planned system of urban medical care that came into being after the founding of New
China in 1949 suited the external conditions of the times and had internal elements
that were coordinated and complementary. Since reform and opening to the outside
world in 1978, the whole socioeconomic system has become marketized; China’ s
demographic character has undergone a marked change, as has the spectrum of diseases;
residents’ incomes have risen considerably but there is a larger gap between them;
and the qualifications of health care professionals have improved everywhere. All of
these irreversible changes in external conditions by their nature require a break with
the traditional planned system. The many problems that have arisen over these years
originate in the conflicts of a period of systemic transition; they are inevitable in an
incremental reform. Therefore, we cannot retreat to the traditional planned system in
the name of “reform”; rather, we should gradually improve the new system so that it
suits external conditions and also achieves the coordination and complementarity of

various internal elements.

(5) The Diffusion of Social Policies from the Perspective of Inter-governmental Relations:
A Case Study of the Urban Subsistence Allowance (1993-1999)
Zhu Xufeng and Zhao Hui * 95

Universal access to China’ s social welfare system involved a process of diffusion
from localities to the whole country on the basis of innovative social policy. Inter-govern-
mental relations have played an important part in facilitating and encouraging innovation in
and diffusion of social policy. The rapid establishment of the urban subsistence allowance
in more than 200 cities and towns throughout the country in seven years (1993-1999)
serves as a case study for analysis of the mechanism of diffusion of social policy in-
novation at different levels of government. Our findings show, firstly, that in adopting a
new social policy, urban governments have to respond to the requirements of local society
and take into account fiscal constraints. At the same time, they are affected by
administrative orders from higher levels of government and the fiscal relations between
higher and lower governmental levels, and are also subject to competitive pressures
from cities at the same level. Secondly, urban governments’ policy innovations offer
an opportunity for higher levels of government to learn from their experience. Thirdly,
central government orders simultaneously exert a direct and indirect influence upon
urban governments, with provincial orders acting as intermediaries and conductors.
And fourthly, there is a clear difference between the lagged effect of orders from the
central government and those at provincial level upon urban governments’ adoption of
policies.
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