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Abstract: The southwest frontier region refers
to the ethnic minority areas along the border area of
( old) Xikang area and Tibet. Tracing
back the history

Yunnan
the central government of the
Qing Dynasty had set up different yamens ( govern—
ment offices in imperial China) such as dao fu

zhou and ting in the ethnic minority areas and the
Amban Office in Tibet. They also sent officials
the

Tusi system ( a system in imperial China in which a

there to manage the frontier areas. Moreover

native head was given official power) was used in
order to control the local society and stabilize the
border areas. In the modern period foreign powers
opened the doors to these areas and it was diffi—
cult to use the traditional way of governance to re—
spond to the dramatic changes. They faced many
problems such as instability and the threat of be—
ing invaded by the foreign powers. During the Re—
public era the nationalist government had tried to
change the traditional jimi system ( a political sys—
tem implemented in ethnic minority areas of south—
west China during the imperial period) they es—
tablished xian ( county) ju ( bureau) and qu( dis—
trict) in the ethnic minority areas along the border
area of Yunnan and sent officials there hoping to
control these areas directly. However due to the
constraints of traditional factors and political pow—
er some parts of frontier ethnic areas especially
the local society were still controlled by the Tusi.
Thus it was difficult for the yamen to send out and
carry out its official orders.

Several years after the founding of the
Peoples Republic of China radical changes had

the

peoples government was set up there to govern the

taken place in the ethnic minority areas:

areas effectively and maintain a stable border.

Moreover  unified management was achieved
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there. The CPC adopted a variety of measures to
govern and manage these areas effectively.

1. The Army advanced into the region to safe—
guard the homeland security and ensuring govern—
ance

After the founding of the People’s Republic of
China in October 1949 in accordance with the in-
CPC Central Committee the
People’s Liberation Army quickly advanced into the

structions of the

southwest region wiped out remaining members of
the Kuo Min Tang ( the nationalist party) over—
threw the old political power and liberated the
whole region. This safeguarded the security of the
territory and consolidated the borderline. Histori—
cally the southwest frontier ethnic minority areas
were loosely ruled lacked governance and were
in constant danger of separatism. This was due to
the lack of powerful garrisons in the region which
restricted the government’s power at different levels
and affected the strength of its authority.

2. Central Missions visited ethnic minority
frontier regions to convey the Central Government’s
concern for the ethnic minority groups sought their
support and built a new type of relationship

In June 1950
ministrative Office of the People’s Republic of Chi-

the zheng wu yuan ( the Ad-

na) established a special delegation to visit the
ethnic regions on behalf of the Central People’s
Government to convey the Central Government’s
concern for the ethnic groups in the frontier; to in—
troduce the ethnic and religious policies of the New
China

groups

to connect representatives from all ethnic
and to collect the ethnic people’s require—
ments for the people’s government and problems
needed to be solved. Then

nority groups also formed or participated in tours to

the border ethnic mi-

Beijing to attend national ceremony. The role of
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the Central Visiting Delegation and the delegation
of ethnic minorities was important. It conveyed the
voice of the Central Government and reflected the
will of the border ethnic minority groups and
played a two-way role in communication.

3. The Ethnic Autonomous Region was set up
to replace the Tusi system and change the old polit—
ical system

In November 1950
mous government ( at the zhuangqu level) was es—
tablished in the Xikang Tibetan Region

the first ethnic autono—

and the
first ethnic coalition government ( at the qu level)
was established in Xichang Hongmao Yi area in—
dicating that ethnic autonomy was on its way to be—
ing achieved and the ethnic minority people could
manage their own affairs. At the institutional level
the various ethnic autonomous regions established
in the early years of the founding of the Peoples
Republic China completed the construction of polit—
ical power in frontier ethnic minority areas set up
a unified political system constructed a unified in—
stitutional framework and gradually implemented a
unified approach to management. They also gov—
erned the area effectively achieved unity among
ethnic minorities  safeguarded the region and
thwarted several conspiracies of separatism in the
name of “self-eliance” and “self-determination. ”

4. The “Resist American Aggression and Aid
Korea” movement promoted patriotism and instilled
national values

In October 1950 the War of “Resist Ameri—
can Aggression and Aid Korea” broke out. At the
the

movement of “Resist American Aggression and Aid

direct request of the CPC Central Committee

Korea” was carried out extensively in the frontier
ethnic minority regions. The association and its
branches were established in various places to car—
ry out the campaign. Considering the characteris—
tics and awareness of the local ethnic minorities

the association and its related branches conducted
general and in-depth education by organizing collo—
quies meetings village and family visits and or—
ganizing mass rallies during festivals. During these
occasions the association and its branches encour—
aged the frontier regions to hold patriotic conven—
tions encourage patriotic actions among local peo—
ple write letters of appreciation to volunteer-sol—
diers dances

use popular songs and other prop—
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aganda and education to instill patriotic values.
The publicizing of the patriotism and unity during
the movement of “Resist American Aggression and
Aid Korea” had positive results: In most places
such as New China the CPC

Chairman Mao and so on had gone deep into the

the political ideas
heart of the people. Also the ideological educa—
tion such as patriotism unity and antiimperial—
ism were recognized by the ethnic elite and the
masses alike.

5.

trained and made to be the masters of their own

Ethnic minority cadres were selected

affairs

Once the frontier ethnic areas were liberated
the CPC proposed to train and use ethnic cadres
extensively. By 1955 after several years of active
there were already a fairly large number

CPC members

and Communist Youth League members. In the

training
of new ethnic minority cadres
following years the new ethnic minority cadres
held leadership positions in local governments and
party committees and presided over their work.
Then under the guidance of the CPC Central Com-—
abol-

ished the old system of the ownership of the means

mittee they carried out democratic reforms
of production changed the old social system by es—
tablishing new social forms. They also realized the
governance of the frontier ethnic minority regions
consolidated the frontier and constructed the na—
tional defense.

6. Conducted democratic reform unified the
system and completely transformed

Starting from 1955 the CPC began to imple—
ment social reform in the frontier ethnic areas com—
prehensively in order to abolish the old system.
They also wanted to construct a new society without
exploitation and slavery and to unify the system.
The “democratic reform” was a comprehensive so—
cial reform conducted by both the ethnic minority
elite and masses together under the guidance of the
CPC to carry out social reforms based on the aboli—
tion of the old ownership system. Its purpose was
“changing the heaven and earth” of the frontier
ethnic areas. Through the democratic reforms that
were carried out the power of the CPC reached the
local society. Resulting from the reforms a new
and unified system was constructed.

In sum during the early to mid4950s the
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CPC’s governance of the frontier ethnic minority re—
gions was a big systematic “project”: the PLA was
stationed to maintain stability as a guarantee of
governance. The CPC dispatched a central delega—
tion to convey the Central Government’s concerns
and promote a common program. The CPC intro—
duced the government’s policies to gain support
from the ethnic minorities established ethnic mi-
nority autonomous regions and implemented region—
al autonomy. The CPC launched “Resist American

” movement

Aggression and AidKorea’ promoted
and encouraged patriotism among the ethnic minor—
ity people established the concept of the mother—
land and strengthened the common awareness of

the CPC unified

and used ethnic cadres to manage their

the Chinese nation. Finally
trained
own affairs carried out democratic reform to abol—
ish the old ownership system and unified the so—
cial system.

Key Words: the CPC; governance; southwest

frontier ethnic areas
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