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Characteristics and Evolution of the Internal Employment
Structure of the Service Sector in the Central
Cities of China’s Agglomerations

YU Qian"* YIN De-ting"’
(1. Beijing Population and Social Development Research Center, Beijing Administration Institute;
2. Sociology Teaching Department, Beijing Administration Institute, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract: Taking 32 main central cities in 19 agglomerations in China as research objects, this paper analy-
zes the internal structure, evolution characteristics and professionalization level of employment in service sec-
tor in central cities by using the research methods like the location Gini coefficient, industry concentration,
location entropy and local polynomial regression. It is found that among the central cities of the agglom-
erations in China, there are obvious step-wise differences in service sector employment with an coexistence
of structural differentiation and convergence. Specifically, employment in consumer service occupies the
dominant position and its difference among the central cities is narrowing. While the proportion of consumer
service in the agglomerations in middle, west and northwest China has increased greatly, that of public service
employment has decreased rapidly and its regional difference is widening. The difference of producer service
employment proportion among these cities is expanding with rapid growth of national and eastern agglo-
merations. Nearly three fourths of the central cities have formed specialized labor-division pattern in produc-
er service employment.

Keywords: central cities; producer service; consumer service; public service sector; employment structure
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