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(REHE F Z)

The Changes, Problems and Solutions of China’s Social Stratification
—A Study of the Changes over last 40 Years since Reform and Opening-up
LI Peilin
Abstract: During the last 40 years of reform and opening up, China has undergone profound changes in

social stratification. These changes include an unprecedented growth of workers and especially the migrant

workers; the large-scale reduction of farmers along with a polarization and aging tendency; the technicians and

professional staff became main forces of new middle class; the private entrepreneurs became a social stratum

that draws broad attention from the society, and the frequent emergence of new social strata and new social

groups, etc.. This paper also discusses some controversial issues around these changes, analyzes the positive

effects and the challenges brought by this great change, and also raises several suggestion on appropriately

dealing with the relations of current classes and strata.

Key Words: Social Stratification, Social Structure, Social Change, Reform and Opening Up
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