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From “Society” to “Group”: A Study on the Changes of In-
terpersonal Communication Mode in the Internet Age

JI Guangxu ZHOU Daming

Abstract: As anthropological research has begun to emphasize the importance of the network in
the Internet era it has been proposed that a new branch of the discipline as well as a new research per—
spective be established 1. e. Internet Anthropology and its corresponding research perspective. In the
West the development of Internet Anthropology has undergone a change from the theory of community
recovery to the theory of intimate relationship construction. In China technology has also brought about
social changes and provided opportunities for the development of Internet Anthropology. Both in the
West and in China the mechanism of social solidarity has evolved from the past ‘society’ to today’s

‘eroup’  which has reconstructed today’s interpersonal pattern. In view of that Chinese anthropology
must give full attention to this cultural phenomenon and combine the theoretical construction of Internet
Anthropology with the transformation of Chinese culture.

Keyword: Internet Anthropology society group cultural transformation
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