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Peasant Associations in the Early Days of the People’s Republic of China and

the Integration of Rural Society: A Case Study of Hubei Province
HUANG Rong-hua

( College of Politics and Administration Wuhan University of Technology Wuhan 430063  China)
Abstract: It was of great urgency for the local government of Hubei province to establish an organizational system
which could quickly extract resources effectively mobilize the peasants and integrate the rural society under the dual
pressure of supporting the front by raising grains and social reconstruction in the early days of the new regime. The
peasant associations were given an important historical mission of reorganization and integration of rural society because
of the insufficient expansion limited members and cadres of the CPC in new liberated areas and an inherent conflict
between the Baojia system and integration objectives and the lack of authority of the new regime. Peasant associations
formed typical characteristics including a vertical system consistent with the administrative system regional member
structure focused on poor peasants and totalitarian functions centered on political tasks. The establishment of peasant
associations realized the organization alternation elite replacement and power conversion of rural society and
established new and effective communication channels between the new nation and rural society. However the peasant

associations didnt last too long and peasants lost their organizational channel of interests expression.
Key words: early days of the People’s Republic of China; peasant association; the integration of rural society; Hubei

Province
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