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Evolution Path of Chinese-style Urbanization since the

Reform and Openning up
Yin Hongpan! Liu Yulin?

(1. School of Economics and Business Administration, Chongging University;
2. School of Public Affairs, Chongging University)

Abstract: This paper introduces Chinese rural-urban dual system into the general law of
urbanization, and builds a theoretical model. By using the model, this paper analyzes the e-
volution mechanism and path of Chinese-style urbanization since the reform and openning up,
both from the perspectives of evolution driving forces such as rural-urban income gap and mi-
gration, and the perspectives of development performances such as economic growth and in-
dustrial structure evolution. A mathematical simulation based on the model gives the same
urbanization evolution trend as statistical data from government. And the situation simulation
for the future shows multiple possible evolution paths and equilibriums. If farmers and mi-
grant-workers’ wages converges faster than that between migrant-workers and urban
residents’ wages, it may lead an urbanization stagnation trap before rural-urban equilibrium,
else, it could achieve rural-urban equilibrium. This paper also notes that urbanization will
keep on promoting economic growth, and the government policy choices should prominent
empbhasis following the laws of development,
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