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The Social Construction and Social Identity at the
Beginning of New China (1949—1956)

——A Discussion with Beijing Municipality as the Center

Song Xueqin
(School of Marxism Studies, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872)
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[ Abstract] At the beginning period the New China,there was no*“social construction” in official docu-
ments but this does not mean that there was no practice of social construction. The help to the unem
ployed carried out by the government demonstrated the characteristics of social construction in this peri-
od. Beijing municipality, in its process of treatment of the the unemployed, paid attention to the care of
the people in grassroots and achieved good social effects. The important task of social construction is to
open a major path of social identity through the design and operation of a variety of social system, the
construction of a stable social order and relying on the promotion of the living standard of the ordinary
people. The successful construction of social identity in the early period of New China has provided posi-

tive enlightenment to the current practice of social construction.
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