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Social Trust in a Changing Society: Stock and Change from 1990 to 2010

Yang Ming Meng Tianguang Fang Ran
(1. 2. School of Government Peking University Beijing 100871 China;

3. Humanities and Social Science School Beijing Forestry University Beijing 100083  China)

Abstract: Social trust is an important issue in the study of social capital. The level of social trust is closely
related to social stability and social harmony. This paper studies the dynamic evolution of social trust during
the transforming period in Chinese society by using the data of 12 nationwide questionnaire surveys from 1990
to 2010. The results of the study show that compared with other countries the stock of social trust maintains at
a high level in Chinese society. Furthermore this paper also analyzes the reasons for the high stock of social
trust. It concludes that older people offer more trust to society than younger ones and those with higher
education level offer more trust to society than those with lower education level.

Key words: social capital social trust dynamic evolution quantitative study



