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"Differentiation' and ''Amalgamation'': Changes in the Relationship
between Sociology and History since Modern Times

Wang Linran

( School of History Institute of Chinese Social History Nankai University Tianjin 300250)

Abstract In the 19th century sociology had a strong historical approach while history had little interest in
sociology. In the first half of the 20th century history started to seek cooperation with sociology while the ma—
instream of sociology developed towards the concrete empirical study. After World War 11 especially after the
1960s sociology advocated " turn to history". Sociological research with a historical approach was accordingly
revived. Over the same period the historical research with a social scientific approach remained in the as—
cendant despite of occasional sethacks. By summarizing the developmental history of the relationship between
sociology and history we find that the relationship between them is enslaved to the organizational relationship
of disciplines; they vary with the change of their respective research purposes objects and methods are af—
fected by the changes in the external environment and swayed by the temporal difference of disciplinary devel—
opment. The juxtaposition of quadruple logics has resulted in the differentiation and amalgamation of western
sociology and history for over two centuries.

Key words sociology; history; developmental history of disciplines; organizational relationship between dis—

ciplines; temporal difference of disciplines



