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The Research Course Orientation and Trend of

Chinese History of Natural Disasters

Zhu Hu
( Institute of Qing History Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: The study of Chinese history of natural disasters in the sense of modern academics started nearly one
hundred years ago. But not until the founding of the People’ s Republic of China in 1949  was the research in
this field able to get full development. From the 1950 s thanks to many natural scientists’ efforts the
orientation of natural evolution became the main stream in the study of the history of natural disasters. After
the Reform and Opening up many historians entered into the study in this field and consequently the
orientation of social change gradually became another important research direction in this field. Large numbers
of achievement made under the guidance of these two orientations constituted the main body of the study of the
Chinese history of natural disasters. To promote further development of the study in this field we need to
strengthen and deepen the cooperation between the circles of natural sciences and the circles of humanities and
social sciences through the construction of comprehensive data base about the history of natural disasters. On
the other hand historians particularly should make great efforts to overcome the tendency of “non-
humanization” in this study by deepening their problem awareness and trying to apply the new historical
methodology.

Key words: Chinese history of natural disasters research orientation development direction



