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Historical Criticism and Its Significance of
National Minorities in Liao and Jin Dynasties

WU Feng - xia
( School of Politics and History Bohai University Jinzhou Liaoning 121013  China)

Abstract: The comments on some specific historical activities historical books and historians by Liao and

Jin national minorities had the connotation of historical criticism. Both the understanding of Emperor Xing—

zong( ) of Liao Dynasty about historical records that of Xiaohanjianu ( ) about historical
references  Yelvmengjian( ) about historical judgement and the interpretation of Emperor Xizong
( ) Hailingwang( ) Shizong( ) of Jin Dynasty Yuanhaowen( ) about histori—

cal books and talents had shown their own rational thinking about historiography from which one can get a
glimpse of the common pursue of historiography and the general tendency of thought. Generally speaking
the above people mainly adopted the idea of historical criticism from the past dynasties accepted the princi—
ple of writting the truth without fear or favor and emphasized the function of taking warning from historical
books and paid much attention to the historical judgement. The significance of historical criticism lay in not
only guiding the normative development in historiography of Liao and Jin Dynasties but also promoting the
cultural exchange and communication between nationalities to a certain extent and laid the important ideolog—
ical basis for the development of a unified and multinational country.
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The Evolution of Chinese Social History Research

LIU Ping
( Department of History Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China)

Abstract: The Chinese social history research which started from mid — 1980s has had a profound effect.

Over the past three decades the research on “social history” developed a lot and divided into regional so—
cial history and social culture history. The “new social history” that emerged in the 1990s was originally in—
tended to break through the old framework and create a new stage but it gradually became self — contained
over time with the two fields of “concept history” and “new historiography ” being its target. In the late
1990s historical anthropology increasingly developed eliminate the stale and establish the fresh research
contents and principles and have critical influence on the social history research from Southern to Northern
China. Social history new social history and historical anthropology are three interrelated and discrepant co—
ordinates. They emerged successively guiding the trend of historical research in the past three decades but
there are also numerous problems worth investigating.

Key words: social history; new social history; historical anthropology



