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On the Four Manifestations of Chinas Social Transformation since the Reform and Opening—up (4)
Liao Xiaoping
(Central South University of Forestry and Technology . Changsha 410004, China)

Abstract: Since 1978, China’s reform and opening— up and modernization were recognized as the
significant and profound social transformation, which mainly performed in four aspects. Social trans-
formation was rapid and profound but lagged behind the economic structure, unit society began to
transform to post—unit society but social organizations were still very weak. Socialist basic economic
system turned to a multi—ownership economic system with public ownership as its main body, the e-
conomic operation and resource allocation mode turned to socialist market economy system. Political
reflection on only — politicalization and pan— politicalization emerged in the beginning of the reform
and opening— up accompanied with political turn. Development value concept turned to people—orien-
ted from material —oriented.

Key words: reform and opening— up; social transformation; unit society; economic system; polit-
ical ideology; people—oriented

Pragmatic Rationalism: China’s Modernization in the Late Qing Dynasty (12)
Zhao Luzhen
(School of History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: In the late Qing Dynasty, deepening survival crisis resulted in the rising of pragmatic
rationalism. But something was different from the past. Because of the fracture between the salvation
means and the Confucianism, the rising of pragmatic mentality proved the latter’'s useless day after
day, the Confucianism was doubted and even despised that all kinds of practical demands were getting
rid off the Confucian moral restraints. On the one hand, this was good for breaking away from the
convention to unseal the modernization. But on the other hand, the pragmatic rationalism without
constraints deteriorated and had negative influences to the history afterwards.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty; pragmatic rationalism; survival crisis; Confucianism; morality

Understanding Popular Culture and Contemporary China (18)
Chen Lixu
(Teaching and Research Department of Sociology and Culture, Party School of the Zhejiang Com-
mittee of the CPC, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract: Fiske's" Understanding Popular Culturé' , which is a classical literature in contempora-
ry cultural research turn, has many innovations in the research of popular culture. It overcame the
provinciality of structuralism and cultural intolerance in the research of popular culture, emphasized
masses’ initiative as well as culture discrimination, productivity and creativity, fully affirmed the posi-
tive functions of popular culture, especially its role in the circulation of meaning, pleasure and social i~
dentity, corrected the way of raising" pioneer text' but depreciating” popular text" . analyzed the "
producer—style characteristics' of popular text, and gave it positive evaluation, put forward the gen-
eral standard of text recognition, namely correlation standard, fully affirmed the positive political po-
tential of popular culture. It is conducive to construct wider range of Chinese popular culture phenom-
enon analysis that combining Fiske's popular culture theory resource and culture industry critique theo-
ry of Frankfurt school and importing them into the contemporary Chinese context.

Key words: Understanding Popular Culture; Fiske; popular culture study; contemporary China



