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A Probe into the Origin of the Social History of Water Conservancy

—Concurrent Discussion on the Water— Centered Shanxi Society

XING Long
( Research Center for Chinese Social History, Shanxi University, T atyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: Wittfogel’ s theory of water— control society and the Japanese theory of water conservancy community
are usually treated as the origin of Chinese water conservancy by Chinese academic circles. The author thinks that
the origin can be derived from the French human geography between the end of 19" century and the beginning
of 20" century at least. T he tradition of the French human geography also influenced the French almanac sect. Tt
continually influenced the research on the folk water conservancy history in China which had been launched by
Christian Lamouroux and Pierre— Etienne Will, etc. Based on it, the author puts forwards the content and the
system of Chinese social history of water conservancy in the case of Shanxi Province.
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