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Abstract: One of the marks of prosperity and development of historical research since the initia-
tion of reform and opening-up is the revival and repeated clim xes of studies on the history of soci-
ety. However, there is not a single authoritative book about the history of contemporary society or a
book about the general history of China containing the history of contemporary society published by
now. In the light of either a periodic history in the general history of China (the history of the
People’s Republic of China) or a history of social formation China is now experiencing and will expe-
rience for long years to come (the history of socialism), the history of contemporary society is a gap
that needs to be filled urgently. Workers of national history studies should take the study and imple-
mentation of the spirit of the Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixteenth Central Committee of the CPC
as a pivot and make greater efforts to study the history of contemporary society that corresponds to
the social development in the over-all arrangement of socialist cause with Chinese characteristics,
place the history of contemporary society on the research agenda in order to provide historical basis
and theoretical support for the construction of a socialist harmonious society.
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