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A Discussion on the Reform Policy of Urban Private Housing in the Early
Period of New China:Centering on the Case of Shanghai

Li Aiyong

Abstract: Researches based on the perspective of historical changes argue that the private housing policy in the early
days of New China experienced a major shift from protection to renovation. This ignores the continuity of CCP’s long-
term leading role. From using the private houses to restricting its use for business operations and changing its
ownership in the end, it embodied the formulation of a new policy rather than a change in the policy. It well replied
issues such as “recognition and protection”, “ownership and the right of management”, “production materials and living
materials”. In addition, the private housing reform changed the houseowners’ lifestyles. It differentiated “reasonable
profits”, “speculation and exploitation” ,as well as two “materials”,and in some sense took account of the houseowners’
life. This is why the private housing reform completed smoothly in spite of some problems.

Keywords: early period of New China;policy on private housing;socialist transformation
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