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The Reshaping of Marital Ethics in the Early Period of the People’s
Republic of China: In the Example of Readers’ Discussion on “Why
Our Marriage Broke Down” Between 1955 and 1956
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Abstract: In 1955 the magazine Women of China published a letter from Liu Lequn, a teacher from Beijing
No. 22 Middle School, in which she accused her husband Luo Baoyi (Assistant Minister of Foreign Trade)
of dumping her for another young woman and forcing her to divorce. As there was a public concern
about the divorce of the cadres who had just entered the city, Women of China editorial office organized
an extensive discussion about this letter, which aroused a considerable echo and attention among the
readers. This discussion “Why Our Marriage Broke Down” consisted of four parts: the reason for the
breakdown of the couple’s relationship, Luo Baoyi’s view of marriage and attitude towards his wife, the
way Liu Lequn get along with her husband and dealt with conflicts and the phenomenon of extramarital
affair. This discussion delivered and publicized the new standard of marital ethics and showed the
determination of the Communist Party of China to thoroughly rebuild marital morality.
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