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“Rural Revitalization” in the Age of Urban Civilization (66)
Feng Ting
(Department of Sociology and Culture Study, Party School of Zhejiang Provincial Committee of C.P.C,
Hangzhou 311121)

Abstract: It is the premise of implementing the strategy of “rural revitalization” in a practical and sci-
entific way to truly understand and grasp the strategy in the objective and irreversible process of modern
transformation of our society. If it can be said that Mr. Fei Xiaotong depicted the unique Chinese character-
istic of the vernacular civilization with the concept of “earthbound China”, then the ongoing social transfor-
mation will inevitably bring Chinese society into the era of urban civilization. Just as the “Rural way” maintained
and organized the whole society in the past, the process of urbanization is actually a process of reorganizing
and reshaping the whole society step by step in the “urban way”. Focusing on such an inevitable historical trans-
formation, some ideas about rural revitalization are questionable, including the idea of rural revitalization
dominated by nostalgia emotions and that under the concept so—called “protective urban—rural dual struc-
ture”. Rural revitalization in the era of urban civilization is firstly and necessarily (if not completely)a process
that enables the countryside to participate in and share the modern civilization represented by the city,
which involves the transformation of rural industry, rural society and spatial combination, as well as the
peasants themselves as the subject of rural society. For this transformation to proceed well, the government,
the market and the society must each play their own roles properly.

Key words: rural revitalization; the vernacular civilization; urban civilization form

From “State Building” to “Society Building” .
The Shaping and Vicissitude of China’s Urban Grass-roots Society since 1949 (75)
Lang Xiaobo
(Hangzhou Party School , Hangzhou 310024)

Abstract: The urban grass—roots society is a unique space for the state administrative power to penetrate
into the daily life of citizens since 1949 ,which displays different shapes in different historical periods.
Through a historical review of the changes of urban grass—roots social formation since the founding of New
China, the research finds that from “State building” to “Society building” constitutes the logical main line. It
includes, in particular, the shift in the scope of state functions from “global coverage” to “limited management”,
the way of interaction between the state and society from “vertical absorption” to “horizontal construction”,
and the transformation of grass—roots society form from “high unity” to “subject pluralism”. This conclusion
amends the conventional perception that the formation of urban grass—roots society was attributed to the
vertical construction of a holistic society by the authoritative regime in China. It further provides
enlightenment to promote the governance reform of urban grass—roots society in China for the next stage.

Key words: state building; society building; urban grass—roots society; vicissitude

From Family Supporting to Social Pension: A Study on the Changes of
Rural Old-age Care in the Past 70 Years in New China (83)
Shu Fen
(The Party School of Ningbo Municipal Committee of C.P.C., Ningbo 315020)

Abstract: Old-age care is a major issue that must be properly addressed in the development of human
society. Supporting the elderly is a good tradition of the Chinese nation and a basic ethical norm that every
citizen should have. Through the concept definition and the division of old—age care, this article reviews and
briefly analyzes the four stages of rural elderly care reform in the past 70 years. It is believed that factors
such as agricultural production mode, economic development level, rural social system, social policy
orientation and family population structure play an important role in the formation, development and
transformation of old—age care. At present, with the establishment of the social old—age insurance system and
the rapid development of social old—age services, the transition from family supporting to social pension will
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ABSTRACTS

be an inevitable choice for the development of rural old—-age care in China.
Key words: rural pension; old-age care; change and development

Good Life and the Marxist Ethics Goes into Life Style (92)
Xiao Xiang
(School of Marxism, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004)

Abstract: From the perspective of individual life practice, good life is a state of life that satisfies the
individual’s “need for want”, “need for autonomy” and “need for value meaning”. From the point of view
of human being as social existence, the good life must be defined from the dimension of social ethics, that is,
to meet the “mutual needs”. The pursuit of the better life is the historical mission carried by ethics in every era.
Therefore, the realization of Marxist ethics from “education ethics” to “life ethics” to promote the realization
of a better life has become the theme of the era of the development of Marxist ethics in China. Based on the
“understanding” method of modern knowledge theory to realize the subjective cognition of “mutual ethics prin-
ciple”, which provides a cognitive basis for the Marxist Ethics going into life style. The “historical method of
morality” tested by historical practice is still experienced and effective, which provides methodological guid-
ance and opens up practical paths for Marxist ethics going into life style. Cultivating the ethical subject, and
shaping of the subject with “ethical” rather than “moral” pattern, and coordinating realistic ethical relations
and meeting mutual ethical concerns, and quenching ethical consensus and reaching a common agreement of
common values, are important ways for Marxist ethics going into life style to make life better.

Key words: good life; Marxist ethics; goes into life style

Empathy and Tolerance: Interpretation and Criticism of Rorty’s Thought of Unity  (101)
Tou Lizhen', Fu Lihong?, Zhang Guoqing’
(1.8chool of Marxism, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023 ; 2.School of
Public Affairs, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310027)

Abstract: Rorty regards unity as sympathy and imagination for the suffering, humiliation and cruelty of
others, which is a part of moral progress and social progress. On the positive side, Rorty emphasizes the
vanguard value of Humanities in promoting human solidarity ; on the negative side, Rorty’s solidarity ideolo-
gy weakens the sensitivity to institutional differences and exposes the limitations of cultural relativism. The
greatest weakness of Rorty’s unity thought is that he has not explored the fundamental ways of overcoming
human suffering from the basic social system. However, Rorty correctly reveals that sympathy is the premise
of unity, which is essential to unity and deserves full affirmation.

Key words: Rorty; sympathy; reconciliation; unity

Stick to One’s Word or Mend One’s Word——Responding to the Controversy over
Fukuyama’s Restatement of “The End of History” (108)
Zhang E, Liu Tongfang
(School of Marxism, Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310028)

Abstract: After Fukuyama put forward “The End of History 7, he discussed the issue in different forms
on different occasions, which caused a controversy about whether Fukuyama “stick to” or “revised” his theory.
The controversy mainly focuses on three aspects: Does the swing of the “reality benchmark” of liberal democracy
change Fukuyama’s recognition of the superiority of liberal democracy? Has the emergence of “alternatives”
shaken Fukuyama’s judgment on the primacy of liberal democracy? Does the conclusion about Fukuyama’s
longitudinal study of the history of liberal democracy adjust the prediction that liberal democracy represents
the development direction of human political system in the future? In response to the relevant disputes, I
attempt to expose the hidden position behind Fukuyama’s capricious political statements and clarify that
Fukuyama’s seemingly contradictory “the End of History” is essentially an adherence to the belief in freedom
and democracy rather than a correction.

Key words: The End of History; stick to; correction; controversy
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