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Family Policy Evolution and Family Policy Formation for China

LI Shuzhuo WANG Huan

( The Institute for Population and Development Studies Xi’ an Jiaotong University Xi’ an 710049 China)

Abstract: This paper reviews and summarizes the research of family policy in China over the last

thirty years so as to propose constructive suggestions for China’ s current and future family policy

formation. The analyses are conducted in two areas family change and family policy evolution with

a comparative perspective of China and the western developed countries. The paper reveals that the

Chinese family has been characterized by the dynamic shift and fluctuation among nuclear stem and
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joint families and dominated by a traditional “family-centered” value. In addition the paper
summarized that the current Chinese family policy has evolved three main stages: familialism de-
familialism and a balance between the previous two presenting a pattern of three major policy
characteristics broadly defined vaguely directed and targeted and remedied towards vulnerable
families. The paper proposes that future family policy formation for China should be developed with a
suitable balance of familialism and deHfamilialism and adequate attention of the steady development
of stem family and continuous family—centered value so as to form a family policy system which is
precisely defined explicitly directed and targeted and universally benefited.
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