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The Livelihood Construction of Chinese Cities in the Early Days
after the Liberation of China: A Case Study of Nanjing

Zhu Tianle

Abstract: Nanjing as a case typically reflective of those days is a showcase through which we
can catch a glimpse of how the Communist Party of China successfully exercised leadership and set-
tled the livelihood issue after the Communist Party of China took over the cities during the early days
of the newly-established PRC ( 1949 - 1956) . After Nanjing was liberated many livelihood issues
were very prevalent such as overall stagnation of production slow-down of economic development
social disorder severe unemployment dilapidated infrastructure and backward education and medi-
cal care services. To this end the Nanjing Military Control Commission the Nanjing Municipal
Committee of the Communist Party of China and the Nanjing Municipal Government under the guid-
ance of the livelihood theories and thoughts initiated by the Communist Party of China before and af-
ter the establishment of the PRC especially the livelihood outlook by Mao Zedong and other com-
rades and based on the realistic considerations of guaranteeing the basic survival needs of Nanjing
people stabilizing the situation of Nanjing and getting a firm foothold in what used to be the Kuo-
mintang—ruled areas rolled out a sequence of practices intended for the construction of livelihood
and hence attained fruitful results.

Key words: Nanjing; construction of livelihood; theory; realistic; practice
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